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Report of the AFRA/ARASIA/ARCAL/RCA Quadripartite Forum
29 September 2005, IAEA Headquarters, Vienna
The Quadripartite Forum of the Regional Agreements AFRA, ARASIA, ARCAL, and RCA was convened at the ACV on 29 September 2005. The participants included Representatives from AFRA, ARASIA, ARCAL and RCA and concerned staff of IAEA. The list of participants is attached in Annex-1.

The IAEA was represented by Ms. Ana Maria Cetto - DDG-TC, Mr. B-K Kim Director TCPB and the Regional Coordinators: Mr. M. Maksoudi (AFRA), Ms. M. Zednik (ARCAL) and Mr. P. Dias (RCA), and other Agency Officials.

1. Opening Remarks

The Chairperson of RCA, Mr. Nahrul Khair (Malaysia), opened the Forum and after welcoming the participants handed over the Chair to Mr. Ibrahim Othman (Syria) who is the current Chairperson of ARASIA. Mr. Othman thanked the out-going Chair for his leadership and interest in the quadripartite activities during his tenure and he invited Ms. Ana Maria Cetto, DDG-TC, to address the meeting.

2. Remarks of DDG-TC

Ms. Ana Maria Cetto, DDG-TC, thanked the Forum for inviting her to participate in this event. She apologized for her inability to participate in the 2004 forum on account of the many demands on her schedule by delegations attending the 48th General Conference of the IAEA.

Mrs. Cetto valued the General Conference as a yearly opportunity for sharing experience and exchanging views on the work carried out under the Regional Agreements. She highlighted some of the outcomes of the week of the conference, specially: i) the establishment by ARCAL MSs of the basis for a Strategic Alliance with the IAEA and the start of their preparation for a detailed work plan that will include the contribution of ARCAL to the TC Strategy; ii) the adoption by AFRA of an Action Plan for human resource development that will integrate the work plans in the country programme frameworks and the national development plans; iii) the establishment of the RCA Regional Office that has been created to enhance the visibility of the RCA Programme and to attract new partners and new donor funding; and iv) the initiation by ARASIA of an important strategic planning exercise.

She also confirmed that the Quadripartite Meeting is one way by which the Regional Groups can share their experience and urged the Agreements’ Representatives to consider the obstacles that may have previously hampered  the utilization of their experiences for the benefit of their own agreements. Moreover, She suggested that the participants might wish to explore any other mechanisms that could strengthen their interactions with each other.

In connection with the promotion of regional cooperation in the peaceful applications of nuclear science and technology through the four Agreements, Mrs. Cetto suggested that improvements could be done to the manner in which these agreements identify regional priorities as well as the way ensuing projects are implemented so that the planned results are successfully achieved. She hoped that the streamlined process for programme formulation, and the PCMF web-site developed to facilitate its implementation, will enable the Quadripartite MSs develop a programme that will meet their respective  regional requirements, and improve the management of the projects they have undertaken to implement.

3. Designation of the Bureau of the Meeting and Adoption of the Agenda

The Chair named three Vice Chairs, from AFRA, ARCAL and RCA. The Chair also appointed representatives from Syria and Yemen as the Forum rapporteurs.

The participants introduced themselves at the request of the Chair.
The Chair proposed the Forum to adopt the revised Agenda. Representatives of AFRA and ARCAL requested moving forward the item “Views of the Member States on the Quadripartite Forum” in anticipation of the need of some participants to leave before the conclusion of the forum. The suggestion was duly accepted and the revised Agenda was so adopted by the Forum.

The Agenda is attached as Annex –2

4. Matters for Discussion

i) Views of the Member States on the Quadripartite Forum

Representative of ARCAL stated that the Forum is useful and important because it provides an opportunity for the exchange of information and experience amongst the Agreements on matters of common interest.

Representative of RCA stressed that the quadripartite meeting is an important tool for discussion among the four Agreements to foster technical cooperation amongst them. However, he mentioned that the RCA is of the view that the necessity of such meeting is dependent upon the existence of collaborative projects or joint activities between the regions. Potential collaborative projects or technology transfer could be identified through each other’s website and initial discussions on matters related to the planning and implementation of the project could be held through the use of electronic media. The participation of the RCA in future meeting is then based on that consideration.
Representative of AFRA said the Forum has been an opportunity for the regional agreements to learn from each other and to convey success stories as well as failure stories.

Representative of ARASIA agreed on the necessity of activating the Forum and making optimum use of it for the purpose of disseminating knowledge and learning from each other’s experience.

ii) Exchange of information on experiences that could be of benefit to other regions

All representatives affirmed that if the Forum was to continue, and if it was to actively perform the requirements and objectives expected from it, then the means and tools are to be reconsidered, since the two-hour annual meeting was not, and will never be, sufficient to achieve the desired goal.

The chair shared with the representatives their view of the need to find an effective mechanism for the exchange of information and experience among the Forum MSs and also to make them available for the interested people beyond the framework of the Regional Agreements. He also suggested that the Agency could help in this issue. Some representatives were in favour of the idea that the MSs should be the owners of the issue of partnership and that they have to find the proper solutions by themselves. 

Mr. B-K Kim (Director, TCPB), who joined the meeting at this stage, supported the Forum’s ownership of the question of exploring better methods of collaboration between the participants in order to enhance the exchange of information and experience. He also confirmed that the Agency would always be ready to extend its assistance and render advice as and when required.

A proposal for a web-based interaction/community was put forward and it was thoroughly discussed. Mr. P. O’Donnell (NSRW) suggested the use of the livelink tool for quick and easy exchange of ideas and information. Mrs. Zednik (ARCAL) said that the use of livelink would require the issuance of licenses, which are likely to prove costly and suggested that access this would (probably ) have to be restricted to the chairpersons of the agreements. Mrs. Zednik suggested that perhaps a better way would be to open an additional link within the IAEA website under Technical Cooperation called “Quadripartite Forum” which could be accessed by anyone. Mrs. Nathalie Colinet (TCPC) explained the possibilities in this connection and also livelink’s financial implications/requirements.

The Chair invited each Agreement to make presentation on good achievements and experiences that would be mutually useful.

AFRA presented two success stories:

1) Auditing of Nuclear Medicine Institutions under the AFRA Project RAF/6/026: which was initiated in 2003 to help nuclear medicine institutions improve their clinical, safety and managerial practice, leading to a better health care services to patients; and

2) Development of a System for the Disposal of Disused Sealed Radioactive Sources in Boreholes (Borehole Disposal Concept). This concept has been designed to provide a safe, economic, simple, practical and permanent solution for the long-term management of disused sealed radioactive sources. All participants thanked AFRA for sharing these good stories and a suggestion was made that all the success stories presentations made until now within the Quadripartite Forum could be put on the proposed website.

5. Conclusion

The Quadripartite Forum should be a platform for exchange of information on matters relevant to the Regional Agreements to promote inter-regional cooperation in applications of nuclear science and technology.  The information exchanged could cover technical and managerial aspects, including success stories and lessons learned.

6. Closing

The Chair thanked all participants for their active and useful discussions and presentations during the Forum.
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	14:30
	1) Opening remarks by Chairperson: RCA Representative. 

    Hand-over to new Chairperson, ARASIA

	14:40
	2) Remarks by the DDG-TC

	14:50
	3) Designation of the bureau of the meeting by the new Chairperson:    

    ARASIA Representative

	
	· Three Vice Chairpersons: AFRA, ARCAL and RCA

	
	· Rapporteur: ARASIA

	
	· Introduction of participants by the Agreement Coordinators

	
	· Adoption of Agenda
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	4) Matters for Discussion

· Views of the Member States on the Quadripartite Forum


	15.45
	· Exchange of information on experiences that could be of benefit to other regions (10 minutes for each region, followed by 15 minutes discussion) 

	
	

	16:40
	5) Adoption of major Conclusions and Recommendations of the meeting.

	17:00
	6) Closing
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